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SUMMARY

Previous information on Glossy Ibis (Plegadis falcinellus), in Albacete
Province (Castilla-La Mancha, South-East of Spain) was collected and analy-
sed in order to update its status. From September 1994 to November 2022,
443 observations were collected from databases, publications and personal
data. They come from 57 locations, most of them near the Endorreic Com-
plex of Pétrola and Corral-Rubio salt lagoons and La Higuera lagoon (Corre-
dor de Almansa). Reproduction has been confirmed in the years 2022 (34-35
pairs), 2021 (5-11 pairs), 2022 (7-8 pairs), nesting either on the ground or on
French tamarisks on islets. It has been stated that the Glossy Ibis presen-
ce and status has changed from occasional to all-year-round over the last
three decades, with a minimum number in winter and maximum in spring.
They have spread all over the Lake complex and have bred in three breeding
seasons. Regarding Castilla-La Mancha, their breeding in Pétrola may have
a great importance contributing to the breeding population expansion in
La Mancha Humeda due to their location halfway between there and wet-
lands in Mediterranean coast.
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1. INTRODUCCION

El morito comun (Plegadis falcinellus (Linnaeus 1766)) (figura 1), es un
ibis cosmopolita de distribuciéon amplia y muy fragmentada (Hancock et
al.,1992; Del Hoyo et al., 1992), de caracter migrador y comportamiento no-
mada (Cramp y Simmons, 1977; Del Hoyo et al., 1992).

En la peninsula Ibérica estd considerado como residente en la actuali-
dad, con paso migratorio principalmente en humedales de la costa medite-
rranea (Diaz et al., 1996).

Como reproductor en Espafia se concentra principalmente en el espa-
cio natural de Dofiana (Andalucia), delta del Ebro (Catalufia) y humedales
de la Comunidad Valenciana (Santoro et al., 2022a). Sin embargo, también
hay datos de reproduccién en otras localidades de Andalucia, Extremadu-
ra, Castilla-La Mancha, Murcia, Baleares, Madrid y Aragén (Santoro et al.,
2022a y b). Su poblacion ibérica ha experimentado un fuerte incremento
durante las ultimas décadas, habiéndose producido también una impor-
tante ampliacion de su area de distribucién (Santoro et al., 2022ay b).

Como hébitat utiliza ambientes acudticos dulceacuicolas o salobres
muy diversos, y para establecer las colonias de reproducciéon, humedales
de distinta tipologia (generalmente forma colonias mixtas con ardeidas),
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